


“We have never said that a local government 
does not have a legitimate role to play in 
cases of market failure where private 
industry is either unwilling or unable to 
stand up and provide services.”  

Marcus Trathen
Counsel for TWC/NCCTA

Nov. 23, 2009



“Should a city pay into the E911 fund to 
support emergency services?  Should a 
city pay into the telecommunications 
relay service to support calling for the 
hearing impaired?  None of those things 
are things that are done now.  We do 
them on the private side.  But the cities 
providing these services do not.”  

Mark Prak
Counsel for TWC/NCCTA

Nov. 23, 2009







“Wilson signed an exclusive agreement to 
provide service to a new residential 
development outside the city limits.  
Wilson sought to exclude private 
companies from providing service in this 
same development.  Private providers are 
prohibited by law from entering into 
exclusive access arrangements or excluding 
competitors from serving customers.”  

Mark Prak
Nov. 23, 2009





Mike Eatmon, 
Our Town Properties, Inc.

“No agreement of any kind, much less an 
exclusive agreement to provide service, 
was ever executed between the City of 
Wilson and myself, or any other 
responsible party with authority to 
make decisions about the subdivision in 
question, SouthPointe.”



Mike Eatmon, 
Our Town Properties, Inc.

“The requested extension of services was 
based on my initiative, and NOT 
requested by the City of Wilson. Also, it 
was my desire to limit the number of 
providers in the subdivision, NOT the 
City of Wilson.”



Mike Eatmon, 
Our Town Properties, Inc.

“I am aware of several studies and articles 
that have concluded that having a fiber 
to the home network, that provides true
high speed internet service, increases 
property values.”



Mike Eatmon, 
Our Town Properties, Inc.

“Unfortunately, despite my clearly stated 
preference to exercise my individual 
rights to develop my property in the 
manner that I thought was most 
beneficial to me and the future owners 
of homes within the subdivision, Time 
Warner Cable has bullied their way onto 
my property by threatening me 
personally with legal action.”



“Then they secure loans by 
promising to raise taxes if 
needed.”  

Mark Prak
Nov. 23, 2009





Ted Cole, Senior Vice President
Davenport & Company LLC

“The City was asked to measure the 
proposed fiber optic debt service in terms 
of equivalent pennies on the City’s real 
estate tax rate and in terms of an 
equivalent rate increase on electric 
service. As requested, these financial 
benchmarks were provided as part of the 
City’s LGC application…”



Ted Cole, Senior Vice President
Davenport & Company LLC

“As a point of reference, it is worth noting that 
the LGC Staff routinely requests this sort of 
benchmark information if a government unit 
is planning to issue debt with a stated 
reliance on projected revenues for debt 
service payments that cannot be 
substantiated with sufficient actual historic 
data.”



“What right does a city’s customer have?  Can 
a telephone customer complain to the 
Utilities Commission if they have a problem 
with the city’s telephone service provider?  
Is the city subject to the North Carolina 
Utilities Commission’s reporting 
requirements with respect to its telephone 
service?”  

Mark Prak
Nov. 23, 2009



“We already believe we are the best.  
We’ve got excellent, excellent 
service, excellent facilities.” 

Mark Prak
Nov. 23, 2009
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Pole attachments

Adjusted to $15 in 2007

When were they last adjusted?



1975



Pole Attachments

• 1975 = $5

• 2007 = $15

• $5 in 1975 adjusted for inflation
over 32 years = $20.09



Time Warner Cable
Standard Service Rate – 1997-2009 
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“If every mayor of every town 
wants to drive a Ferrari, I’m 
sure they could.”

Mark Prak
Nov. 23, 2009
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